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Sample NIE Activities
Correlated to SOL’s
Social Studies K.3

Ask the students to use the newspaper weather page and identify the
state of Virginia. Ask them to trace the outline of Virginia and search
the rest of the paper for the word “Virginia” as well as other maps. Also
ask them to search the newspaper for other triangular shapes similar to
the shape of our state.

Mathematics 2.1

Ask the students to cut out one, two, and three-digit numbers from ads
in the newspaper. Then have them paste them on individual 3x5 cards

and identify the place value of each digit.

Science 4.8

Ask students to find items in the newspaper that depend on electricity,
the sun, water, oil, natural gas, and wood for energy. They should label
each item and describe the kind of work each performs.

English 7.6

Ask the students to make two columns on a sheet of paper, labeling
one column, “Facts” and the other “Opinions.” Select an editorial
from the newspaper and ask the students to write down in the
appropriate column examples of statements of facts and statements
of opinion. Ask the students to make generalizations that led them
to their decisions.

Civic Education and
Government

Ask the students to list the freedoms guaranteed by the Bill of Rights.
Next ask them to find at least five examples in the newspaper of how
the Bill of Rights affects lives today. For each article, have them identify
the right. Finally, ask them to describe how the news article relates to
the amendment and how the story might be different if there were no

Bill of Rights.

World Geography

Ask the students to follow news stories about two regions in conflict.
Instruct them to work in groups to draw conclusions about the differences
or similarities to the regions that might lead to conflict or cooperation.
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ce
of the Effectiveness
of NIE Programs:

‘The Newspaper Association of America Foundation cites
numerous studies demonstrating the effectiveness of
newspaper-based instruction. Among the findings:

o Students who use newspapers as a principal source material
have better achievement scores in social studies, language arts,
and mathematics than their matched counterparts, who rely
only on textbooks.

o In one study, reading scores
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were consistently higher for SCHOOLS THAT USE NEWSPAPERS
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newspapers alone or with 490/
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four grade levels!
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What Virginia
Educators are
saying about NIE

“Most importantly, I feel that the Newspaper in
Education program helped our students demonstrate
significant improvement on the Standards of Learning
tests....Working together, we will help our students
achieve at ever-higher levels””

—Dr. Deborah Jewell-Sherman
Superintendent,
Richmond City Public Schools

“This has been a valuable resource for our Civics
and Economics classes this year, often taking the place
of a traditional textbook in our classes.”

—Neal Plumb
Walton Middle School

“NIE offers classroom teachers motivational and
support material with a fresh approach to integrating
content area skills. NIE offers students an opportunity
to develop and improve vocabulary, comprehension,
and writing skills—and a chance to shine. NIE is a

powerful classroom tool. I love it!”
—Pat Baker

Mary Walter Elementary School




